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Organisers are delighted with the success of a 
pop-up shop in Taunton which has given young 
people vital work experience and raised over 
£4,000. 

Sense-ational in the High Street  is selling a 
selection of products made by pupils from special 
schools across Somerset, from beautiful 
paintings to ornaments and festive decorations. 

The key aim of the project has been to give 
young people work experience and has been 
lead by Special Educational Needs.Somerset 
Expertise (sen.se), in partnership with Somerset 
County Council, Taunton Deane Borough Council 
and Young Somerset. 

Executive Officer from sens.e Julie Walker said 
the experience had helped studentsô 
communication and maths skills, as well as 
increasing their confidence skills ósignificantlyô, as 
part of the preparing for adulthood journey. 

ñItôs amazing partnership working—everyoneôs 
gone that extra mile.ò 

George a student from Selworthy School said: ñI 
like working on the till and keeping the shop tidy.ò 

The shopôs last day of business is on Saturday, 
15 December, but another pop-up outlet is 
coming to Yeovilôs Quedam Centre on 29 March 
in time for Easter. 

Watch this space to find out more. 

Get paperless for portal 
Remember—the Professional Portal for 
electronic submission of Annual Reviews, 
Statutory Request for Assessments and 
SEND Support Reviews will be mandatory 
from 7 January 2019; you still have time to 
trial it, itôs óliveô and optional now. Click here. 

The team visited over 120 SENCOs and 
about 50 Headteachers and Deputies. If you 
havenôt received a walkthrough at your local 
SENCO forum meeting, please get in touch. 

NB: Paper submissions from schools will 
not be accepted from 7 January and will be 
returned requesting an electronic entry 
instead. 

This does not apply to Early Years and 
Further Education settings at this stage. 

https://bit.ly/2ErfWZ1


My time as a Young Personôs 

Champion is now coming to an end!  

It has been a challenging 18 months 

and Iôve enjoyed every bit of it! Iôve 

developed in confidence, social skills 

and voicing my views and thoughts to 

name a few!  

I feel that Iôve made a difference in my 

role which was my main aim. 

Some of my highlights include taking 

part in interviews for new members of 

staff, meeting children and young 

people, meeting organisations and 

professionals and giving my top tips!  

Iôve even enjoyed giving presentations 

which was something I was a bit worried about 

at the start of this role!  

I would like to thank everyone for making my 

time here memorable!  

This is your 

newsletter— the 

publication for 

young people and 

children with 

SEND, their 

parents, carers, all staff working in the 

service, in school, health and social 

services, as well as in Somerset County 

Council  and all our partner agencies. 

Anybody involved in SEND has a story to 

tell or information they need to share. 

Please get in contact if you have something 

for us—email azdoyle@somerset.gov.uk or 

ROJames@somerset.gov.uk 

 
Navigating Their Needs is a workshop to help 

practitioners meet the needs of children with 

English as an additional language (EAL) who 

also have special educational needs and/or a 

disability. It aims to: 

 - Reinforce Good Practice and reflect on 

provision in your setting. 

-  Recognise barriers for parents and families 

and provide strategies on supporting parents. 

 - Understand the Core Strategies and  
Graduated Response for SEND and 
navigating the process for a child in your 
setting.  

The session is in Shepton Mallet on 23 
January from 9.30am to 12.30pm. For full 
details email emma.perry@pre-school.org.uk 

By Luke Foster 

Breaking down barriers 


