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Your life, Your decisions 

 

Everybody working across services for children 
and young people with special educational 
needs or disabilities must have a good 
understanding of the Governmentôs SEND Code 
of Practice. Have you? 
The code has been drawn up to ensure our 
vision for children with special educational 
needs and disabilities is the same as for all 
children and young people ï that they achieve 
well in their early years, at school and in college, 
and lead happy and fulfilled lives. 
This statutory code contains: 
 
1. Details of legal requirements that you 
must follow without exception. 
2. Statutory guidance that you must follow 
by law unless thereôs a good reason not to. 
 
It explains the duties of local authorities, health 
bodies, schools and colleges to provide for 
those with special educational needs under part 
3 of the Children and Families Act 2014. 
The Code is for: 

¶ headteachers and principals 

¶ governing bodies 

¶ school and college staff 

¶ special educational needs (SEN) 
coordinators 

¶ early education providers 

¶ local authority health and social services staff 
If you are not familiar with the Code you should 
visit this link where you can download it and 
access lots of other helpful information.  

A new video made by Somerset Young 

Peopleôs Champions has gone live and can 

now be shared. 

Your Life, Your Decisions: The Mental 

Capacity Act is aimed at ensuring young 

people have a greater understanding of this 

important law. 

It shows how the Act relates to all decisions 

from where you live to what you wear, when 

you need to see a doctor or how much 

control you have over your money. 

The young people filmed, starred in and 
directed the video which can now be viewed 
here https://youtu.be/0gz0qjdXyxQ 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/359681/Young_Person_s_Guide_to_the_Children_and_Families_Act.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://youtu.be/0gz0qjdXyxQ
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Pop in to studentsô new pop-up shop 

This yearôs Somerset Early Years Annual 
Conference theme is Celebrating Inclusive 
Practice in the Early Years and takes place 
on 21 November at Taunton Racecourse. 

The workshops include: 

1. Underneath the iceberg: aims to give an 
overview of the current understanding of 
what shapes young childrenôs social and 
emotional wellbeing and mental health.  

2. Sensory Processing and Attachment in the 
early years: aims to give participants an 
overview of sensory processing.   

3. Navigating their Needs, EAL and SEND.  

4. Developing an Inclusive Learning 
Environment.   

5. Meeting in Movement Development 
attention for play and communication. 

Booking a place by visiting here. 

We need your stories 
This is your newsletterð 

the publication for young 

people and children with 

SEND, their parents, 

carers, all staff working in 

the service, in school, health and social 

services, as well as in Somerset County 

Council offices and all our partner agencies. 

Anybody involved in SEND has a story to 

tell or information they need to share. 

Please get in contact if you have something 

you want to see in the newsletter, whether 

itôs a bit of good news, a training course or 

some important information. 

You can send words, pictures and ideas or 

any questions to azdoyle@somerset.gov.uk 

A new pop-up shop is opening on Tauntonôs 
High Street which will be stocked and run by 
students from special schools selling products 
and beautiful artwork they have made. 

The project is a joint initiative with the youth 
charity Young Somerset which is providing 
expertise and support. 

Taunton Dean Council has helped locate the 
shop and the landlord has given the premises 
for free. 

This is the culmination of extensive long term 
work the council is undertaking with Special 
Schools to support young people and their 
families to work towards a future that includes 
meaningful employment opportunities.  

Thereôs a grand opening at the shop ð 56 
High Street, Monday November 19.                         

One of the prints which will be on sale 

http://www.supportservicesforeducation.co.uk/Event/78740
mailto:%20azdoyle@somerset.go.uk

